
 

 

 PROJECT INFORMATION  

Project Title Rush Creek Improvement Project 

Brief Description The Rush Creek Tributary area is currently being overused, in part, due to 
a lack of adequate water sources across the landscape. Cattle, sheep, wild 
horses and burros are conditioned to use familiar places that provide 
adequate resources. The Rush Creek Tributary area is a convenient, 
accessible and reliable water source and feeding place. In addition, the 
Nobles Trail traverses through the tributary for about four miles and 
parallels Smoke Creek Road, a main thoroughfare. Vehicle use on the trail 
and in the waterway is another source of cultural and riparian 
degradation that needs to be addressed. This segment is mainly used by 
four wheel drive enthusiasts and Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) recreationists 
in the spring, when water is present and in the fall as a connector road for 
hunters. All these uses are contributing to the ecological degradation of 
the Rush Creek tributary area, however, conditions have not yet crossed 
the threshold of no return. In addition, there is a population of silverleaf 
milkvetch, Astragalus argophyllus var. argophyllus which occurs here. This 
is a BLM sensitive plant and is currently on the California Native Plant 
Society’s (CNPS) 2.2 list. BLM records of 2002 indicate that this area 
supported a thriving population of more than 5000 silverleaf milkvetch (A. 
argophyllus) plants. A recent survey by the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) Eagle Lake Field Office (ELFO) staff revealed less than 100 plants 
present and degraded upland conditions overall. The ELFO would like to 
permanently fence off the degraded Rush Creek Tributary portion of this 
project to vehicular traffic and temporarily fence it off to grazing. 
Eliminating vehicles from the tributary will protect botanical and cultural 
resources, eliminate pollution associated with oil and gas emissions and 
reduce soil compaction.  Soil compaction can increase water infiltration, 
decrease runoff, and reduce severe erosion problems. Temporarily 
eliminating grazing allows the vegetation to rest and to recover naturally.  
Dispersed water sources currently provide low water quality and 
quantities. In an effort to provide quality water for livestock, wildlife, wild 
horses and burros we would like to re-develop eight adjacent springs and 
completely develop one spring. This will allow the permittees to more 
adequately distribute the grazing pattern across the landscape, thus 
allowing vegetation to recover between grazing visits. In addition, we 
would like to conserve two important riparian areas. Upper Line Springs is 
about 100 acres of public land, managed by the BLM. Five Springs is 
located on a 323 acre inholding, owned by the State of California and 
managed by the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG). These 
systems contribute a substantial amount of water to the watershed. 
These special places will not be developed, but will be fenced to protect 
them from the trampling effects of grazing. Fencing will protect the water 
sources, soils and vegetation and enhance the riparian meadows, improve 
water quality and provide a naturally sustainable ecosystem. 
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Title Ecologist 
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Project Location 

Address:                           Smoke Creek Road, , , Lassen County,  CA, 96130 United  States 
Water Agency:                 n/a 
Latitude:                           40.538852 
Longitude:                        -120.01190 
Congressional District:     n/a 
Senate:                             n/a 
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Narrative Descriptions 

A. Detailed Project Description  

The Rush Creek Tributary area is currently being overused, in part, due to a lack of 

adequate water sources across the landscape. Cattle, sheep, wild horses and burros 

are conditioned to use familiar places that provide adequate resources. The Rush Creek 

Tributary area is a convenient, accessible and reliable water source and feeding place. 

In addition, the Nobles Trail traverses through the tributary for about four miles and 

parallels Smoke Creek Road, a main thoroughfare. Vehicle use on the trail and in the 

waterway is another source of cultural and riparian degradation that needs to be 

addressed. This segment is mainly used by four wheel drive enthusiasts and Off 

Highway Vehicle (OHV) recreationists in the spring, when water is present and in the fall 

as a connector road for hunters.    

All these uses are contributing to the ecological degradation of the Rush Creek tributary 

area, however, conditions have not yet crossed the threshold of no return. In addition, 

there is a population of silverleaf milkvetch, Astragalus argophyllus var. argophyllus 

which occurs here. This is a BLM sensitive plant and is currently on the California 

Native Plant Society’s (CNPS) 2.2 list. BLM records of 2002 indicate that this area 

supported a thriving population of more than 5000 silverleaf milkvetch (A. argophyllus) 

plants. A recent survey by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Eagle Lake Field 

Office (ELFO) staff revealed less than 100 plants present and degraded upland 

conditions overall.  

The ELFO would like to permanently fence off the degraded Rush Creek Tributary 

portion of this project to vehicular traffic and temporarily fence it off to grazing. 

Eliminating vehicles from the tributary will protect botanical and cultural resources, 

eliminate pollution associated with oil and gas emissions and reduce soil compaction.  

Soil compaction can increase water infiltration, decrease runoff, and reduce severe 

erosion problems. Temporarily eliminating grazing allows the vegetation to rest and to 

recover naturally.   

Dispersed water sources currently provide low water quality and quantities. In an effort 

to provide quality water for livestock, wildlife, wild horses and burros we would like to re-

develop eight adjacent springs and completely develop one spring. This will allow the 

permittees to more adequately distribute the grazing pattern across the landscape, thus 

allowing vegetation to recover between grazing visits.  

In addition, we would like to conserve two important riparian areas. Upper Line Springs 

is about 100 acres of public land, managed by the BLM. Five Springs is located on a 

323 acre inholding, owned by the State of California and managed by the California 

Department of Fish and Game (CDFG). These systems contribute a substantial amount 



 

of water to the watershed. These special places will not be developed, but will be 

fenced to protect them from the trampling effects of grazing. Fencing will protect the 

water sources, soils and vegetation and enhance the riparian meadows, improve water 

quality and provide a naturally sustainable ecosystem.       

 

The overall goals are to: 

 

 Improve ecological conditions and wildlife habitat in the Rush Creek Tributary area 

and adjacent landscape.  

 Improve water quality and watershed conditions across Smoke Creek-Frontal 

Smoke Creek Desert and Deep Creek-Secret Creek watersheds.  

 Increase water source availability by providing dispersed and sustainable water 

sources for cattle, sheep, wildlife and wild horses and burros.  

 Protect and enhance a population of silverleaf milkvetch, a special status plant.     

 Protect this segment of the Noble’s Emigrant National Historic Trail to enhance 

historic and recreational values.  

 

The objectives are to: 

 

 Reduce bare soil to less than 20 percent throughout the Rush Creek Tributary 

area.  

 Protect wagon track swales in this segment of the Noble’s Trail/Rush Creek 

Tributary.   

 Increase the Rush Creek Population of silverleaf milk vetch to at least half of the 

2002 rates of 5000 individuals.  

 Improve riparian wildlife habitat 

 Permanently fence Five Springs and Upper Line Springs riparian areas to improve 

ecological processes and water quality and to create sustainable riparian 

meadows.    

 

The goals of this project are reflective of Proposition 84. It seeks to protect water 

sources across two watersheds, a special status plant population and cultural 

resources. Fencing will allow natural processes to improve ecological conditions at two 

meadows and to enhance riparian areas at nine dispersed spring sites. This project has 

a direct focus on agricultural land by improving grazing conditions on a landscape level 

and in four compartments of the Twin Peaks grazing allotment.      

 

The scope of this project will encompass approximately 500 acres dispersed across the 

landscape. The Rush Creek Tributary area will be fenced using a t-post four wire 



 

design. Water gaps will be incorporated in the design to ensure cattle, sheep and wild 

horses and burros will have access to the two water sources available at this site. 

Pedestrian and equestrian accessible gates will be installed at the north and south ends 

of the Noble’s Trail segment. This will allow access for those interested in participating 

in non-motorized recreational activities, such as hunting, wildlife viewing and historical 

re-enactments.      

 

Eight dispersed springs have been identified for re-development and one for 

development. All are located within a ten mile radius of the Rush Creek tributary area 

and all are adjacent to established roadways. Phone Trough, Coyote Spring, Rush 

Canyon Spring, Jenkins Spring, Sheep Trail Spring 1, Jenkins Trough Springs, Lower 

Line Spring and Antelope Spring will be re-developed and Lone Willow Spring will be 

developed. Each site is unique and will have specific requirements. The general method 

is to install spring boxes, cradled aluminum troughs, inflow and outflow pipes and 

escape ladders; this allows small wildlife species to escape if they happen to fall into the 

trough.   

A collection box, or spring box is constructed out of corrugated metal pipe, 24 inches in 

diameter and is inserted into the ground to the water bearing strata of the spring site. A 

backhoe is used to dig a trench from the collection box to the trough area.  At the trough 

site, either gravel fill or concrete will be used to provide a foundation for the troughs. If 

concrete is mixed it will be hand mixed on site. A backhoe will be used to dig a trench 

line for the pipe. Once the concrete has set, an aluminum trough(s) will be installed on 

the concrete pad. The inflow and outflow piping will be installed and the trough will fill 

via gravity. Escape ramps will be included in every trough installed.  

These spring sites provide a natural riparian area that will be fenced using a t-post four 

wire design. These places provide good habitat for birds, including sage-grouse, wildlife 

and invertebrates. This design will keep grazers out but will allow small animals and 

birds to access the area.   

Spring 
Development  

Location Treatment 

Antelope Spring 40°438611 
-120°119148 

Spring box, piping, gravel fill, escape ladders, fence 
riparian area 

Coyote Spring 40°523274 
-120°097564 

Remove old concrete trough, spring box, piping, float 
valve, two troughs & escape ladders, gravel fill, 
fence riparian area 

Jenkins Spring 40°437881 
-120°106   

Piping, escape ladders, float valve, fence riparian 
area 

Jenkins Troughs 40°524631 
 -119°985287 

Spring box, piping, float valve, two troughs, escape 
ladders, fence riparian area 

Lone Willow 40°474778  Spring box, piping, float valve, trough & escape 



 

Spring -120°098336  ladder, fence riparian area 

Lower Line 
Spring 

40°567105 
-120°003063 

Spring box, piping, float valve, two troughs with 
escape ladders 

Phone Trough 40°3217733 
-120°159942   

Remove old concrete trough, install piping, trough 
with escape ladders, float valve, gravel fill  

Rush Canyon 
Spring 

40°328.030  
-120°345.036  

Two troughs with escape ladders and fence riparian 
area  

Sheep Trail 
Spring 1 

40°2911.429 
-120°212.030  

Piping, float valve, trough & escape ladder, fence 
riparian area 

Fencing  Location  Treatment 

Five Springs 40°536655 
-120°134203 

Two miles of steel pipe fencing 

Rush Creek 
Tributary 

40°3224589 
-120°21.844 

Four miles of four wire design fencing 

Upper Line 
Spring 

40°56786 
-120.004498 

Two miles of four wire design fencing 

 

All rangeland work in WSA’s will adhere to BLM Wilderness Management Guidelines. 

To enhance restoration success weed treatments will occur in all areas. Monitoring 

special status plants, weeds and fencing and development will all be a part of this 

project and will be discussed in detail in the Long Term Management Plan.   

Project Summary 

The ELFO will temporarily enclose the segment of the Noble’s Trail which is also the 

Rush Creek Tributary area to vehicular traffic. This area is about 225 acres. A walk 

through gate will be provided for pedestrian and equestrian access. The Rush Creek 

Tributary enclosure will protect populations of silverleaf milkvetch that are currently 

being overgrazed. To encourage dispersed grazing, nine adjacent springs located within 

a ten mile radius of the Rush Creek Tributary area will be developed. Each site consists 

of approximately one acre each. This will create sustainable water sources across the 

landscape that will provide adequate amounts of quality water for cattle, sheep, wildlife 

and wild horses and burros. The permittees will then be able to drive livestock to these 

improved places thus allowing for dispersed grazing. The second aspect of this project 

seeks to create riparian meadows and will permanently fence Upper Line Springs which 

is about 100 acres. This project will also permanently fence 65 acres of Five Springs, 

which is California state land, managed by the California Department of Fish and Game 

(CDFG).  

Environmental Setting 

The Bureau of Land Management, Eagle Lake Field Office manages just over one 

million acres with most land located in Lassen County, California and Washoe County, 



 

Nevada. Livestock grazing is permitted on 980,000 acres, in 54 allotments with 49 

permittees. This region is composed mainly of remote sagebrush rangeland where 

summers are hot and dry and winters are generally cold. Precipitation levels in this 

region range between 8-12 inches, most is in the form of snowfall and the amounts can 

vary from year to year.  

The topography is comprised of scattered mountain peaks connected by flat bottomed 

valleys with elevations ranging between 4500-7500 feet. Soils are generally rocky, 

formed from colluvium and derived from volcanic parent material. The vegetation is 

dominated by sagebrush, rabbit brush and bitterbrush with and understory consisting of 

perennial grasses and herbaceous forbs. Juniper trees are scattered in patchy stands 

and small riparian areas dot this arid landscape.  

B. Work Plan and Schedule 

All work can be scheduled to begin after 60 days of SNC authorization and as soon as 

conditions permit i.e. snowfall and road conditions must allow for access. This is 

generally sometime after May 15.  

When soils have stabilized after the spring thaw, development and re-development work 

can begin at the dispersed water source sites. It is anticipated that the easiest access 

sites will be the first sites to receive treatment. Contracted fencing activities will begin in 

June of 2013 and will be completed in the first year.    

Weed inventories will be conducted at all sites, including Five Springs. At the time of 

inventory any noxious weeds found will be documented and treated. Special status 

plant surveys will be conducted, if new populations are found they will be documented 

and added to the monitoring map and included in the annual survey schedule.  

Project Sites Detailed Deliverables Timeline 

Weed inventories and 
Treatments 

All sites will be inventoried 
for weed infestations and 
treated, BLM staff 

June 11-14, 2013 
Repeated annually and 
indefinitely at BLM expense 

Special Status Plant 
Surveys 

Inventory and monitor SSP 
populations in project area. 
BLM Staff   

June 10-14, 2012 
Repeated annually and 
indefinitely at BLM expense 

R C Tributary/Noble’s Trail Install wire fencing-
Contracted 

June 10-14, 2013  

Phone Trough  Re-development  BLM staff June 10-13,2013 

Upper Line Spring Install wire fencing-
Contracted 

June 17-21, 2013 

Five Springs   Install pipe fencing- Prison 
Crews-CDFG supervision 
and in kind contribution.  

July 8-12, 2013 
July 15-19, 2013 



 

Rush Canyon Spring Re-development  BLM Staff 
Install wire fencing- BLM 
Staff 

August 12-13, 2013 
August 19-21, 2013 

Coyote Spring Re-development  BLM Staff 
Install wire fencing- BLM 
Staff 

September 9-12, 2013 
September 16-18, 2013 

Antelope Spring   Re-development  BLM Staff July 7-8,  2014 

Jenkins Spring Redevelopment BLM Staff 
Install wire fencing- BLM 
Staff 

July 28-31, 2014 
August 4-6, 2014 

Lone Willow Spring Development  BLM Staff 
Install wire fencing-BLM 
Staff 

August 18-21, 2014 
August 25-27, 2014 

Sheep Trail 1 Spring Redevelopment BLM Staff June 22-25, 2015 

Lower Line Spring Redevelopment BLM Staff August 10-13, 2015 

Jenkins Trough Spring Redevelopment  BLM Staff 
Install wire fencing-BLM 
Staff 

September 14-18, 2015 
October 1-4, 2015 

Range improvement 
inspections 

This will occur annually. 
Necessary maintenance will 
occur.  

Repeated annually at BLM 
expense.   

 

C. Restrictions, Technical/Environmental Documents and Agreements 

These sites are located in Wilderness Study Areas (WSA). This project will operate 

under BLM guidelines, 6330-Management of Wilderness Study Areas. This guidance 

outlines how rangeland improvements, maintenance and management can be carried 

out in WSA. Actions that seek to protect cultural resources are also included in this 

guidance. All aspects of this project and best practices for retaining wilderness 

characteristics have been evaluated by the ELFO staff and applied to the design of this 

project. The applicable portion of this guidance is included in the Regulatory 

Requirements section of this document.  

Permits are not applicable because all the work will be done on BLM and California 

state land. There will be no streambed ground disturbance which eliminates the need 

for a Section 404 permit. The California Department of Fish and Game has stated that 

they do not require any permits to construct fencing because the fencing is wildlife 

friendly.    

Antelope Spring is part of a small 40 acre inholding, owned by Mr. John Espil. The 

overflow is on BLM land and a Rangeland Agreement is in place between Mr. Espil and 

the BLM. The ELFO and Mr. Espil have a long history of cooperating and working 

together to improve rangeland conditions. Mr. Espil, other permittees, hunting and 



 

environmental groups were contacted about this project during the NEPA scoping 

period. There were no opposing comments received in fact, the comments received 

were positive and supportive.   

Five Springs is located on California State Land and managed by the California 

Department of Fish and Game. There is a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in 

place between the BLM and the CDFG that allows collaborative projects to occur. This 

document is on file at the Eagle Lake BLM Office. It is called the Master Memorandum 

of Understanding between the California Department of Fish and Game and the Bureau 

of Land Management Department of the Interior # 6521.11 CA-932.2 WPC 0119R WPC 

0106R.    

 D. Organizational Capacity 

The BLM is a land management agency operating under the Department of the Interior. 

Nationally, the BLM manages livestock grazing, mining, energy development and wild 

horses and burros on BLM designated lands. There are several federal laws that guide 

the BLM such as the Federal Land Policy Management Act, the Free Roaming Wild 

Horse and Burro Act, the 1872 Mining Act, and the National Environmental Policy Act.  

This project will require a compilation of contracted work, in house labor and prison 

labor. Funding for contracted labor is requested in this project proposal. The contracted 

fencing labor will be provided through the General Services Administration (GSA). 

Under GSA guidelines the ELFO will place a bid for the labor. At this stage it is unknown 

who the contractor will be, under this program only qualified businesses are allowed to 

bid, we must assume that they will have expertise in this area. The labor to install the 

Five Springs pipe fencing will be provided by prison labor, overseen and paid for by the 

California Department of Fish and Game, Wendell, CA. Office.   

All spring development, re-development and spring site fencing will be conducted by the 

BLM, ELFO staff.  The spring development and re-development is very specialized 

work. Our staff has the experience and expertise to complete this work correctly and 

more efficiently than contracted labor. Labor to fence the spring box areas will also be 

completed by ELFO staff. Scheduling the development and re-development of the 

springs is estimated at three springs per year over a three year period. The ELFO will 

provide the labor necessary to fence these areas after the development work at the 

sites are completed and equipment has been removed.  

E. Cooperation and Community Support 

The Honey Lake Valley Resource Conservation District (RCD) has expressed a positive 

interest in this project. Tim Keesey, RCD Watershed Coordinator will take part in 



 

flagging the sites for fencing. The California Department of Fish and Game and the 

Nevada Department of Wildlife have both expressed support for this project.  

F. Long-term Management and Sustainability  

This project will improve long term flexibility in rangeland grazing management. It will 

enhance sustained wildlife habitat through all life stages and across multiple population 

cycles.  Long term benefits to water quality are expected, specifically sediment 

reduction within the project areas and downstream. Aquatic ecosystems will be allowed 

to slowly recover naturally and to approach pre-disturbance conditions.  

Temporary fencing and maintenance free pipe fencing will enhance natural recovery 

and cultural resource protection. This will allow for sustainable land management 

practices. The troughs to be used are long lasting aluminum troughs. These have been 

shown to last more than thirty years. Installing aluminum troughs and fencing riparian 

areas to exclude grazers will reduce maintenance costs and provide sustainable clean 

accessible water sources across the landscape.    

The long term management of this project will include special status plant surveys, 

weed monitoring and treatments and annual range improvement inspections. The ELFO 

currently has active and effective special status plant, weed monitoring and range 

improvement inspection programs in place. These programs require annual surveys and 

the project sites that are not currently a part of these surveys will be added to existing 

monitoring schedules. This is something the BLM does on an annual basis therefore; 

labor costs for monitoring special status plants, weed treatment and facility maintenance 

have not been requested under this project proposal. The Long Term Management Plan 

discusses these programs in further detail.    

G. Performance Measures 

This project aligns with four Sierra Nevada Conservancy Performance Measures: 

 Acres of land improved or restored 

 Linear feet of stream bank protected or restored 

 Number of significant sites protected or preserved 

 Feet of trail/path constructed or improved 

 

Acres of Land Improved or Restored 

The project area includes approximately 500 acres. The purposes of the land 

improvement and restoration are natural resource protection, water quality 

improvement, wildlife habitat enhancement, resource management, and recreation. 

Natural resources protection will include the at-risk population of Astragalus argophyllus 



 

var. argophyllus, weed treatments, and reduced soil erosion. With reduced soil erosion, 

sediment loading in the waterways will be reduced, thereby improving water quality and 

aquatic habitat. The lands included in the project area are important for a diverse array 

of wildlife, and this project seeks to enhance wildlife habitat. This project will assist in 

resource management, specifically grazing management, with improved distribution of 

livestock and water sources. Recreation will be improved by ending the degradation of 

the Nobles Emigrant National Historical Trail. All areas within this project are identified 

as highly important ecological sites; therefore, the land improvement and restoration 

efforts are of high priority.  

Location  Acres of Land Improved or Restored 

Antelope Spring 13.6 acres 

Coyote Spring 9.6 acres 

Jenkins Spring 4.7 acres 

Jenkins Troughs 12.2 acres 

Lone Willow Spring 1.9 acres 

Lower Line Spring 60 

Phone Trough 2.0 

Rush Canyon Spring 2.6 acres  

Sheep Trail Spring 1 0.3 acres 

Five Springs 64.0 acres 

Rush Creek Tributary 217.2 acres 

Upper Line Spring 99.7 acres 

 

Linear Feet of Stream Bank Protected or Restored 

Location  Linear feet of stream bank protected  

Antelope Spring N/A – wetland with no defined channel 

Coyote Spring 2,586 feet 

Jenkins Spring N/A – wetland with no defined channel 

Jenkins Troughs 5,164 feet 

Lone Willow Spring N/A – wetland with no defined channel 

Lower Line Spring N/A – fence existing 

Phone Trough N/A – fence existing 

Rush Canyon Spring 1,096 feet  

Sheep Trail Spring 1 N/A – wetland with no defined channel 

Five Springs 18,604 feet 

Rush Creek Tributary 25,528 feet 

Upper Line Spring 10,490 feet 

 

Number of Significant Sites Protected 

The Rush Creek area is a place that provided adequate water, food sources and animal 



 

habitat. There are several documented pre-historic and historic sites found across this 
landscape. This project will protect a two mile segment of the Nobles Trail, a historic 
emigrant trail. Eleven known lithic scatters and three milling sites will be enhanced by 
this project. Two habitation sites, one with evidence of pre-historic and historic uses will 
be protected. This project will also protect a petroglyph site.         
 

Feet of Trail/Path Constructed or Improved 

The Nobles Emigrant National Historic Trail is a federally-designated historical and 

cultural site. The trail traverses through the Rush Creek tributary portion of the project, 

where the condition and values of the trail are currently at risk. The Nobles Emigrant 

National Historic Trail is open to the public as a multi-use trail. Restoration and 

protection of this area will ensure the continued enjoyment of the trail by the public while 

eliminating vehicular traffic that is causing degradation of both the trail and the riparian 

ecosystem. In total, 8,769 feet of trail and adjacent landscape will be restored and 

protected.  

H. Budget Narrative 

The BLM and the CDFG will provide in-kind support in the form of fence installation, 

monitoring, weed treatment and maintenance labor and costs. CDFG is able to provide 

the labor to build, monitor and maintain the pipe fencing around Five Springs. In 

addition, the BLM will contribute to this project by monitoring for special status plants 

and weeds and applying any treatments required. The BLM will also take responsibility 

for the maintenance of all improved facilities on federal land, this includes developments 

and wire fencing, and the removal of temporary fencing around the Rush Creek 

Tributary area. This totals to $14,540.00 over a four year period.  

The California Department of Fish and Game is able to contribute the costs of hiring 

prison labor to install steel pipe fencing around Five Springs.  This is maintenance free 

fencing that is commonly used by land and wildlife agencies.  The total cost for 

installation and maintenance under this project is a one-time cost of $800.00 the first 

year. If any maintenance costs arise due to vandalism or acts of nature the CDFG will 

be responsible for all maintenance costs.  

Providing adequate water sources across the landscape will improve livestock grazing 

conditions which will benefit the ranching industry region wide.  This project will also 

improve ecological conditions that will enhance wildlife populations and improve the 

health and vitality of wild horse and burro populations. This can allow for increased 

recreational opportunities to the area in the form of wildlife viewing, hunting, hiking and 

camping. It is anticipated that increased recreation will increase economic revenue to 

the region.  



Project Name:  Rush Creek Improvement Project

Applicant: Bureau of Land Management, Eagle Lake Field Office  

SECTION ONE

DIRECT COSTS Units

Unit 

Cost Total Cost

Year One 

(2013)

Year Two 

(2014)

Year Three  

(2015)

Year Four  

(2016) Total

Gravel Fill 3 40 120.00 $80.00 $40.00 $0.00 $0.00 $120.00

Spring box 4 ea 800 3,200.00 $800.00 $1,600.00 $800.00 $0.00 $3,200.00

Piping 1230 ft 3 3,690.00 $1,290.00 $1,050.00 $1,350.00 $0.00 $3,690.00

Float Valve 7 20 140.00 $40.00 $40.00 $60.00 $0.00 $140.00

Aluminum Troughs 11ea 950 10,450.00 $4,750.00 $950.00 $5,700.00 $0.00 $11,400.00

Bird Escape Ramps 11 ea 50 550.00 $250.00 $50.00 $250.00 $0.00 $550.00

Wire Fencing at Springs 1.75 1984 3,472.00 $992.00 $1,488.00 $992.00 $0.00 $3,472.00

Wire Fencing Rush Creek Tributary 4 miles 1984 7,936.00 $7,936.00 $0.00 $7,936.00

Wire Fencing Upper Line Springs 2 miles 1984 3,968.00 $3,968.00 $0.00 $3,968.00

Pipe Fencing Five Springs 2 miles 48237 96,474.72 $96,475.00 $0.00 $96,475.00

Interpretive Signs 2 1000 2,000.00 $2,000.00 $0.00 $2,000.00

Fencing Contractor Labor .58' 31680' 18,375.00 $18,375.00 $0.00 $18,375.00

Equipment Costs 3 2057 6,171.00 $2,057.00 $2,057.00 $2,057.00 $0.00 $6,171.00

Spring Fencing Labor 160 hrs 33 5,280.00 $1,760.00 $1,760.00 $1,760.00 $0.00 $5,280.00

BLM Spring Development Labor 320 hrs 51 16,320.00 $5,440.00 $5,440.00 $5,440.00 $0.00 $16,320.00

BLM Spring Development Labor 320 hrs 49 15,680.00 $5,227.00 $5,227.00 $5,226.00 $0.00 $15,680.00

DIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: 17 ###### $193,826.72 $151,440.00 $19,702.00 $23,635.00 $0.00 $194,777.00

SECTION TWO

INDIRECT COSTS Units

Unit 

Cost Total Cost Year One Year Two Year Three  Year Four Total

Monitoring 0.00 $0.00

Project materials & supplies purchased 0.00 $0.00

Publications, Printing, Public Relations 0.00 $0.00

0.00 $0.00

INDIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: 0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

PROJECT TOTAL: 17 ###### $193,826.72 $151,440.00 $19,702.00 $23,635.00 $0.00 $194,777.00

SECTION THREE

Administrative Costs    (Costs may 

not to exceed 15% of total Project 

Cost ) : Units

Unit 

Cost Total Cost Year One Year Two Year Three  Year Four  Total

Administration Costs 3 10% 19,478.00 $15,144.00 $1,970.00 $2,364.00 $0.00 $19,478.00

0.00 $0.00 $0.00

0.00 $0.00 $0.00

0.00 $0.00 $0.00

ADMINISTRATIVE TOTAL: 3 $0.10 $19,478.00 $15,144.00 $1,970.00 $2,364.00 $0.00 $19,478.00

SNC TOTAL GRANT REQUEST: 20 ###### $213,304.72 $166,584.00 $21,672.00 $25,999.00 $0.00 $214,255.00

SECTION FOUR

OTHER PROJECT CONTRIBUTIONS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four  Total

BLM 

Weed Monitoring/Treatments Labor 0.00 $2,240.00 $2,240.00 $2,240.00 $6,720.00

Weed Herbicides 4 300 1,200.00 $300.00 $300.00 $300.00 $300.00 $1,200.00

Special Status Plant Monitoring 40 32 1,280.00 $1,280.00 $1,280.00 $1,280.00 $1,280.00 $5,120.00

Estimated Facility Repairs 0.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00

0.00 $0.00

CDFG 0.00 $0.00

Steel Fencing Installation Costs 4 days 200 800.00 $800.00 $800.00

Total Other Contributions: 44 ###### $3,280.00 $2,380.00 $3,820.00 $3,820.00 $5,320.00 $15,340.00

Years Fund Received

* Operating Costs should be allocated to the pecentage that is applicable to the grant based on your cost allocation methodology and cannot exceed 

15% of your total project costs.

NOTE: The categories listed on this form are examples and may or may not be an expense related to the project. Rows may be added or deleted on 

the form as needed. Applicants should contact the SNC if questions arise. 
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Appendix B3 

 

 
 (California Environmental Quality Act & National Environmental Policy Act) 

 

Instructions: All applicants, including federal agencies, must complete the CEQA 
compliance section. Check the box that describes the CEQA status of the proposed 
project.  You must also complete the documentation component and submit any 
surveys, and/or reports that support the checked CEQA status. NOTE:  There is no 
page limit requirement on this form.  You may use the space you need to fully describe 
the CEQA/NEPA status of this project.   
 
If NEPA is applicable to your project, you must complete the NEPA section in addition to 
the CEQA section.  Check the box that describes the NEPA status of the proposed 
project.  Complete the documentation component and submit any surveys, and/or 
reports that support the NEPA status. 
 
For both CEQA and NEPA, submittal of permits is only necessary if they contain 
conditions providing information regarding potential environmental impacts. 
 

CEQA STATUS 
(All applicants must complete this section) 

Check the box that corresponds with the CEQA compliance for your project. The 
proposed action is either “Not a Project” under CEQA; is Categorically Exempt from 
CEQA; or requires a Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or an 
Environmental Impact Report per CEQA. 

 
 “Not a Project” per CEQA 
1. Describe how your project is “Not a Project” per CEQA:  

 
 

2. If appropriate, provide documentation to support the “Not a Project” per CEQA 

status. 

 
 

X  Categorical Exemption or Statutory Exemption 
If a project is categorically exempt from CEQA, all applicants, including public agencies 
that provide a filed Notice of Exemption, are required to provide a clear and 
comprehensive description of the physical attributes of the project site, including 
potential and known special-status species and habitat, in order for the SNC to make a 
determination that the project is exempt.  A particular project that ordinarily would fall 
under a specific category of exemption may require further CEQA review due to 
individual circumstances, i.e., it is within a sensitive location, has a cumulative impact, 
has a significant effect on the environment , is within a scenic highway, impacts an 
historical resource, or is on a hazardous waste site.  Potential cultural/archaeological 
resources must be noted, but do not need to be specifically listed or mapped at the time 
of application submittal.  Backup data informing the exemption decision, such as 
biological surveys, Cultural Information Center requests, research papers, etc. should 
accompany the full application.  Applicants anticipating the SNC to file an exemption are 

CEQA/NEPA Compliance Form 

 

 



encouraged to conduct the appropriate surveys and submit an information request to an 
office of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS).    
 

1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for claiming a 
Categorical or Statutory Exemption per CEQA:  

 
 

2. If your organization is a state or local governmental agency, submit a signed, 
approved Notice of Exemption (NOE) documenting the use of the Categorical 
Exemption or Statutory Exemption, along with any permits, surveys, and/or 
reports that have been completed to support this CEQA status. The Notice of 
Exemption must bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State 
Clearinghouse and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

 
 

3. If your organization is a nonprofit or federal agency, there is no other California 
public agency having discretionary authority over your project, and you would like 
the SNC to prepare a NOE for your project, let us know that and provide any 
permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support the CEQA 
status.   

 
 

 
 Negative Declaration OR 
 Mitigated Negative Declaration  

 
If a project requires a Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative Declaration, then 
applicants must work with a qualified public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary 
authority over project approval or permitting, to complete the CEQA process.   
 

1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of a 
Negative Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration per CEQA:  

 
  

2. Submit the approved Initial Study and Negative Declaration/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration along with any Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, 
surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support this CEQA status.  
The IS/ND/MND must be accompanied by a signed, approved Notice of 
Determination, which must bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with 
the State Clearinghouse and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

 
 

 
 Environmental Impact Report  

 
If a project requires an Environmental Impact Report, then applicants must work with a 
qualified public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary authority over project approval or 

 

 

 

 

This project will protect and enhance natural and cultural resources. It will 
occur on federally owned public land. This project falls under exemptions 
15301, 15133 and 15333.  



permitting, to complete the CEQA process.   
 

1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an 
Environmental Impact Report per CEQA:  

 
  

2. Submit the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Report along with any 
Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, surveys, and/or reports that 
have been completed to support this CEQA status.  The EIR documentation must 
be accompanied by a signed, approved Notice of Determination, which must 
bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse 
and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA. 

 
 

 
NEPA STATUS 

(Applicable to federal applicants, some tribal organizations, and applicants 
receiving federal funding or conducting activities on federal lands) 

Check the box that corresponds with the NEPA compliance for your project.    
 

 Categorical Exclusion 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for claiming a 

Categorical Exclusion per NEPA:  

 
 
2. Submit the signed, approved Decision Memo and Categorical Exclusion, as well 

as documentation to support the Categorical Exclusion, including any permits, 
surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support this NEPA status: 

 
 

 
X  Environmental Assessment & Finding of No Significant Impact  

1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an 
Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact per NEPA:  

 
  

2. Submit the signed, approved Environmental Assessment and Finding of No 
Significant Impact along with any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been 
completed to support this NEPA status. 

 
 

 
  

 Environmental Impact Statement  

 

This project will not have any permanent adverse effects to established 
resources. Any negative effects will be temporary and of short duration. 
Positive long term cumulative effects will be beneficial to this landscape 
and will outweigh the short term negative effects.    

 

 

 

 



1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an 
Environmental Impact Statement per NEPA:  

 
  

2. Submit the Draft and approved, Final Environmental Impact Statement, along 
with the Record of Decision and any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have 
been completed to support this NEPA status. 

 
 

 

 







Due to the Rush Fire the SNC has granted the Bureau of Land Management Eagle 

Lake Field Office a 30 day extension on submitting NEPA documentation for this 

project.  

A signed NEPA document titled the Rush Creek Improvement Project will be submitted 

to the SNC by November 21, 2012.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  

Thank you,  

Valda Lockie 

530-252-5325 

vlockie@blm.gov 











Long Term Management and Sustainability Plan 

The long term management of this project will include annual special status plant 

surveys and weed monitoring and treatments at each site. Annual range improvement 

inspections also occur at developed sites. The BLM implements these programs on an 

annual basis as part of an adaptive management plan. This project is designed to 

provide clean water in adequate amounts and to allow systems to recover naturally in 

the most sustainable methods available.   

The ELFO currently has an effective special status plant inventory and monitoring 

program and a weed inventory and monitoring program in place. These programs 

require annual surveys. Known weed populations receive treatment until the weed 

supervisor is satisfied that the population has been eradicated. Bi-annual visits to 

historic populations occur and if weeds are found these sites are placed back on the 

treatment schedule.  Any site under this project proposal that is not currently a part of 

these programs will be included.    

Current special status plant monitoring sites include the Rush Creek Tributary area and 

the Coyote Spring area. Silverleaf milkvetch (Astragalus argophyllus var. argophyllus) 

occurs along the Rush Creek Tributary and Modoc plateau milkvetch (Astragalus 

pulsiferae var. coronensis) occurs near Coyote Spring. If populations of special status 

plants are found at these sites they will be recorded in the ELFO special status plant 

database. They will continue to receive annual surveys beyond the ten year period. If 

necessary, adaptive management actions will be implemented to protect populations 

against threats to survival. 

Active weed survey sites within this project that are receiving treatment include the 

Rush Creek Tributary area, Rush Canyon Spring, Antelope Spring and Jenkins Spring. 

All remaining sites under this project will be included in the survey schedule for ten 

years. This will allow time for weeds to emerge. Noxious weed sites will be treated 

under the BLM guidelines. Methods of treatment differ with species and physical 

attributes of the site. Appropriate methods of treatment will be applied to all populations 

for a minimum of ten years.  

Current range improvement surveys include Antelope Spring, Jenkins Spring, Coyote 

Spring, Phone Spring, Sheep Trail 1 Spring, Rush Canyon Spring and Lower Line 

Spring. Any project sites currently not a part of these surveys will be included.  Once 

included any maintenance requirements will be addressed via a project proposal. 

Maintenance will occur in a timely manner. Annual range improvement inventories will 

continue beyond 10 years and into perpetuity. As the need arises management will 

apply adaptive methods to maintain the integrity of all range improvements.    
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Five Springs project site  

 

Looking west at the Five Springs drainage.  



 

Rush Creek Tributary showing severe erosion overgrazed uplands and burned area to be seeded by BLM. 

  

Nobles Trail/Rush Creek Tributary/Roadway 



 

Current conditions at Phone Trough. 

  

Pre fire conditions at Rush Canyon Spring trough.  



 

Upper Line Springs depicting heavy livestock, horse and burro use. This area will be fenced to allow for      

natural recovery.   

 

Current conditions at Lower Line Spring trough.   



 

Current conditions at Jenkins Troughs Spring.   

 

Current conditions at Coyote Spring trough. 



Land Tenure 
 
This item qualifies as not applicable. The land in which this project will occur is owned 
by the United States Government and managed by the Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Land Management, Eagle Lake Field Office.  
 

One small section of land is owned by the State of California, Department of Fish and 

Game and managed by the Wendell, CA. office. 







Leases or Agreements: 
 
There are no leases applicable to this project.   
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